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The Dongmuiproject represents the third iteration of the Incubation Scheme advanced
acting programme. For the last three years from 2020 to 2023, Chung Ying’s acting
ensemble have undertaken a period of bespoke workshops cuminating in a ‘black
box’ production directed by the company’s resident director. The objective of these
iNntensive and immersive workshops is to develop the actor’s creative individuality of
voice within the common language and collective energy of the ensemble. Each year
has a specific pathway along which invention and creativity are pursued. These have
been mimesis/verisimilitude, improvisation/devising, technology/mediation in service of
the actor’s imagination and in collaborative performance. Whilst these ‘intensives’
have been mentored the exploration has really centred on the collective and experiential
learning of the ensemble. Each year a text has been chosen as a springboard for
thematic exploration: Lower Depths, Yerrma and now Dongmui.

It goes without saying that the years 2020 to 2023 have inevitably been blighted by
COVID-19 but it Is a testament to Chung Ying’s commitment to continual actor training
and the creative resilience of the ensemble that the work persisted even without the
group’s physical presence together. This year, with Dongmui we are all in the same
place and In the same timezone exploring memory.

Ceri Sherlock
May 2023
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